[Sensory characteristics of the cortical input to the hippocampus: the entorhinal cortex].
Sensory reactions of neurones in the medial entorhinal area were investigated in unanaesthetized rabbits. 54% of the units were multimodal. Different stimuli evoked various response patterns with complex on-off components. Differential coding of pure tones was observed in many cells, which were also sensitive to other sensory modalities. Complete habituation of responses was virtually absent; only partial reduction of the late components was observed in some cases. In 71% of units reactions were stable or incremental (gradual development and increase). It may be concluded that from the entorhinal cortex the hippocampus receives highly differentiated signals of "associative" type, which do not habituate and are of a stable or incremental nature.